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Cleobury Clarion
The

OUR GOLDEN TOWN 
COUNCIL

There’s a rather special event 
due to happen at 6.45pm on 
Monday, March 2nd. Before the 
Town Council goes about its 
regular business meeting they 
will be presented with a Gold 
Standard certificate for the way 
they run the town. Rosemary 
Abbiss , vice chair of the 
Shropshire Association of Local 
Councils will be handing it over 
and may take the opportunity 
to say how the current Town 
Council have progressed.
   They were recommended to 
apply for a rating two years ago 
and got the Silver award. With 
that experience of the test 
behind them, they set their 
target higher, aimed for the top 
and got there. Let’s not forget 
t h a t t h i s i s a g r o u p o f 
volunteers, given invaluable 
help of course by Town Clerk 
Matt Sheehan.
   The Clarion will be there on 
the 2nd, when the public can 
also attend and witness our 
town being acclaimed as a place 

that’s well run. We’ll have a full 
report for you next month.

STEPPING OUT
We promised you this new 
feature in last month’s issue and 
you’ll find it on Page 53. The 
response to the idea has been 
amazing, with this month’s 
page quickly filled and more 
than half next month’s content 
already sitting and waiting to be 
published. And this is with only 
limited contact made in the very 
local area. I do hope the group 
walking out of Ditton Priors, 
who explained they were really 
only heading for a local pub, 
will see this and realise that 
they are welcome to contribute.
   There are some notable 
walking events coming up in 
2020. The Pound the Bounds 
around Rock Parish will be 
raising funds for the County Air 
Ambulance again and here in 
C l e o b u r y w e w i l l b e 
remembering Simon Evans, the 
town’s famous postman, and 
conducting walks over part of 
his daily route. That’s a scenic 
treat too good miss. Read about  
it on these pages.

THE CLEOBURY 
COUNTRY TRADE 

CARD
W h a t s t a r t e d l i f e a s t h e 
Chamber of Trade Card many 
years ago has grown and taken 
on a far smarter appearance 
since it was taken over by 
Cleobury Country. This year it 
runs to 12 pages, full of local 
businesses who can cover just 
about any need that will arise, 
short of making the trains run 
on time. Don’t mention the 
buses, please…..
   It’s being distributed door to 
door within Cleobury and the 
Clarion’s stockists will all have 
copies with their March issue 
delivery. If they run out, we will 
have back-up supplies when the 
Clarion goes out in April.
   It’s a credit to the Cleobury 
Country team, where Clare 
Todd and her no-nonsense way 
of chasing advertisers gets the 
job done. And we should also 
mention Sam Dolphin, who’s 
been part of the Centre team 
until a new job came her way. 
So a big welcome Sandra Dodd 
as the new face at the counter.
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As members of The National Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors (SAIF), we abide by a strict code of practice that provides 
further confidence in our professional service and approach. 

Our premises offer full facilities for the care of your loved one, meaning 
they remain local to home, from the moment they come into our care 
until the day of the funeral. 

 

8 - 9, TALBOT SQUARE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
www.cleoburyfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

TELEPHONE: 01299 272963 or 01299 540541 
 ‘Serving the local communities with dignity & understanding’ 

 

Our reputation has been built on trust and professionalism. All our attention is 
concentrated on satisfying the needs of our clients and their families. Your 

neighbourhood is our neighbourhood and as Cleobury’s only resident Funeral 
Director, with over 20 years’ experience in arranging and directing funerals, we 

take personal pride in serving you well. 

Type to enter text
Type to enter text
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Owl Watch.Kit Smith reports
as the new owl season opens.

Have you heard hooting?
See Page 9.

Llewella Harding, a young lady 
in love with cooking

See Page 13.

Walking for Health. A very good 
way to spend a morning and 

catch some good scenery.
See ‘Stepping Out’ on 

Page 53.
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF

07860 669350       07966 045012 

– –
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

MRS GRUMPY 
TREADS ON TOES

I must write to take issue with 
Mrs Grumpy over the implied 
criticism of charity shop clothes 
in the comment about her own 
sartorial standards and those of 
Dominic Cummings (Clarion 
February 2020); she obviously 
isn’t one of the many regular 
customers visiting our own 
Severn Hospice shop. There, 
thanks to generous donors and 
s taff and volunteers who 
carefully sort and prepare the 
goods, there are many items to 
choose from; also in generous 
supply are the compliments 
received and reported by those 
wearing items bought from us.
An aggrieved volunteer.
In fairness, Mrs Grumpy did not 
infer that low standards like her 
own apply at the Severn Hospice 
Shop. As the proud wearer of jackets 
bought there, I know how good they 
are.  JR.

CLOWS TOP GARDEN 
CLUB

March brings signs of longer 
days, green shoots and fresh 
sunny days. It’s also Mother’s 
Day this month on the 22nd; for 
a simple gift add some packets 
of annual seeds in the cards, 

after sowing these flowers will 
last all summer long.
Jobs to Do This Month:
   Plant up a trough of alpines, 
making sure they have good 
drainage.
  Harvest hazel twigs for 
plant supports before they 
leaf up.
  Sow peppers, aubergines 
and tomatoes in a heated 
propagator.
  Drain and clean out water 
butts; make sure lids fit 
tightly.
  Lift and divide snowdrops 
and aconites to make new 
clumps.
  Patch-repair lawns where 
needed by seeding or cutting 
a section of new turf.
   Check ties on young trees to 
ensure they are not restrictive.
   Photograph and note areas 
where you’d like more bulbs 
next year.
   Move or plant evergreens.
Prune and feed roses.
   Our next meeting is on March 
25th, when the speaker will be 
Bill White on Propagation, and it 
will also be members Spring 
Show.                   Pauline Bowen

LOCAL VALUE BEST
I was driving home from an 
exhibition at the Bath and West 
Showground and decided to 
take a look at the M5 Gloucester 
Services area, where I’d read it 
was run as a local farmers and 
producers outlet. I’d tried one 
on the M6 in Cumbria and been 
impressed, so hoped for good 
things.
   Small bottles of local ale at 
£2.90 a time were worth a try, 
Shropshire Blue cheese is always 
a treat and satsumas at 40p each 
were no sort of bargain. But this 
is  a motorway outlet, so not 
going to be cheap.
   A Green Bean and Potato 
C u r r y m e a l t e m p t e d m y 
tastebuds and I didn’t notice the 
price until I got home. At £7.95 it 
had better be good. Frankly, it 
lacked flavour and I certainly 
wouldn’t buy it again. The pack 
said “Authentic Indian Ready 
Meals” but compared with a 
vegetable curry from the ever 
reliable Spice Express it was an 
overpriced experiment that 
didn’t work for me. 

SILLY BIT 
If a very old driver doesn’t get it 
right, could you say he’s past 
carring? 
Mike Jackson
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CLEOBURY 
MORTIMER W.I.

“ Ta k i n g a s t a n d a g a i n s t 
SCAMS”. Well, who would not 
want to do that you might think 
and with four million people in 
the UK being scammed a year, 
this talk was most illuminating. 

   Our speaker, Jamie Mackaill, 
of the NatWest bank, gave us an 
insight into the strategies 
scammers adopt to hand over 
our money and once we have 
given it, the Banks will not 
reimburse us. Jamie stressed to 
be less trusting, not to let people 
into your home, even with 
identification if you have not 
arranged to be inspected, do not 
believe your computer will 
collapse unless money is paid 
immediately. Always check with 
your Bank if asked for a transfer 
of money and be careful when 
making friends on social media 
who may suddenly have a 

relative who needs an expensive 
operation and desperately needs 
money. 
  It is wonderful to think so 
many people want to help and 
give support and tragic that 
their kindness is so abused. 
After a much needed and 
delicious piece of cake and a cup 
of tea, we all walked out utterly 
determined not to fall for any of 
the SCAMS. Thank you Jamie. 
   I am sorry I gave the wrong 
date for our “Winter Warmer 
Lunch” but luckily we had great 
support and the soups and 
desserts were much enjoyed. 
Thank you to the lovely cooks 
and the charming servers. We 
are looking forward to the next 
meeting on March 10th, 7.30 pm 
and welcoming Tina Hobin, 
who will introduce “Belly 
Dancing for everyone”. I shall 
definitely wear something 
comfortable and hope you will 
join us as a member or our 
guest. 
Gabby Franklin

A CONFESSION
  I went to this W.I.meeting, that 
Gabby reports so well, one of 
several men admitted as guests. 
As the editor of the Clarion, I 
have too frequently warned 
re a d e r s n o t t o t ru s t a n y 
approach from a stranger who 
wants your money. And have 
lacked sympathy for those who 

have been robbed in this way. In 
one case the victim gave the 
caller his pin number and had 
his savings account emptied. In 
my complacency I believed I 
would never fall for such a trick.
   Until an email from a local 
man I know and respect asked if 
I could help him, as he wanted 
to send an Amazon gift card to 
his grand daughter for her 
birthday and could not get a 
decent connection on his mobile 
as he was t ravel l ing . He 
promised to pay me back as 
soon as he was home.
   I fell for it, trusting what I 
thought was a friend in need, 
and sent the gift card off. Then 
came an apology from the same 
man, saying his granddaughter 
actually wanted slightly more 
than he had asked for. At last, an 
alarm bell rang in my head.
   I emailed my friend, asking if 
he was at home or away 
travelling. He confirmed he was 
at home and well, but not happy 
that his computer had been 
raided the week before. 
   This was an experience dearly 
bought. I could afford the 
modest amount lost, but the 
dent in my ego will take a long 
time to mend. 
   If you called me a fool before 
this happened I would have 
ignored the taunt. 
    Not now.    JR

IN AND AROUND ST MARY’S CHURCH 
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People of Cleobury, can you help us again 
by gifting us more teddies and soft toys.
We are mounting a big push, so we need 
your help.
With your help we have sent soft toys to 
deprived children all over the world, and 
even sent them to less fortunate children in 
the UK. Please help by dropping your 
treasured soft toys off at the Market Hall in
Cleobury.                           Keith Balmer
balmeruk@gmail.com   07976207889     

OWL WATCH

A barn owl, doing what comes 
naturally with a rat to feed its 

hungry chicks.
 The 2020 owl season is under 
way. Having found a mate, a 
territory and a nesting hole or 
owl box, our owls are now 
starting to nest, some even sitting 
on eggs  They seem from reports 
of increased hoots to be telling 
other owls to keep off their 
territories as they prepare for the 
busy time bringing up their 
owlets by summer time.
   Cleobury Owl Watch did 
manage to put up three new 
nesting boxes along Hobson’s 
Wildlife Corridor  - one Barn owl 
and two Tawny. Another seven 
(two barn, five tawny) are due to 
be put up in the parish but not 
until May so as not to disturb 
existing territories. That will 
cover and hopefully expand the 
areas of available nesting sites 

identified by owl watchers in 
2000.
   If anyone hears hootings at 
different areas from last year 
please do tell me so placing the 
new boxes will be easier, and if 
you hear or see owlets in the next 
few months please do tell me. Kit 
S m i t h w o r t h p a c k @ a o l . c o . 
Information is power to help our 
owls.                                Kit Smith

THE FRIENDS OF ST 
MARY’S CHURCH

On Thursday March 5th at 7.00 in 
The Market Hall we have our 
A G M . M e m b e r s a n d n o n -
members are invited to attend to 
meet the committee and ask 
q u e s t i o n s a n d / o r m a k e 
suggestions to help us with our 
work. We will have a vacancy on 
our committee and welcome 
nominations or volunteers to join 
us.
   On Friday March 13th, starting 
at 7.30 in the Sports and Social 
Club we have a Quiz Night with 
Fish and Chip supper. You are 
invited to form a team of four. 
Tickets £10, each person, are now 
available from members of the 
committee or from Cleobury 
Country Centre , Cleobury 
P h a r m a c y a n d S p i r e 
Hairdressing.
   We look forward to seeing you.

Alec Osbaldiston

ST JOHN’S CHURCH,
DODDINGTON 

Following the success of our 
sold-out Burns lunches, and St 
George’s lunch last year, we 
thought we’d do a “mash-up” of 
St David & St Patrick and hold a 
lunch to celebrate Wales and 
Ireland. A two-course meal and 
entertainment for £7! Saturday 
21st March at Doddington Village 
Hal l . Tickets f rom church 
members and Celia. Our April 
Event is the Great Doddington 
Bake Off – open to all-comers, so 
gather your best bakes and bring 
them along on Saturday 11th 
April to compete for prizes in 
one or more of the categories – 
look out for more details.  

In our project to improve and 
repair the church, news of an 
encouraging step along the way: 
we now have permissions for all 
the works from the relevant 
authorities – thanks to a National 
Lottery Awards for All grant 
which has helped us to develop 
our project. With some other 
grants in place towards running 
the project and doing the works, 
we now need the remainder of 
that funding. If you would like to 
know more, call Celia on 01584 
3 1 8 0 3 6 o r e m a i l 
stjohnsdoddington@gmail.com.
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER PARISH HALL 
——————————————- 

“Flicks In The Sticks”  7.30 Saturday, March 21st. Tickets £4.00 

‘GREEN BOOK’
Black and white mixed race trek through the Southern 

States of 1962 America. No easy journey.
EVERY WEDNESDAY: Sarah Poole offers seated exercise at 11.00 and 

Pilate classes at 12.30. 
COMING IN APRIL: 7.30 Saturday the 11th. The Military Wives 
Choir, back by popular demand. Great entertainment. Tickets £10.00.
To book the hall call Gabby on 01299 271713, mobile 07811 287817 or Email 

gabbyfranklin@gmail.com
———————————————————- 

THE TOWN’S BEST VALUE VENUE

‘ ’
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BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK 
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS SY7 9QU 

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings,  
Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports, Structural Steelwork 

and Mobile Welding Service. 

Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 Mobile or 01588 673 914 
Office for a free quote

CATHERTON 
COMMON UPDATE

As the nights are drawing out 
and the days are getting warmer 
(well soon anyway!) we can look 
forward to spring. Catherton 
Common is a part icularly 
important area for ground 
nesting birds at this time of year 
and one of its iconic species is 
the Curlew, also known as the 
‘ H e r a l d o f S p r i n g ’ . 
Unfortunately the success of 
nesting curlew on the common 
has declined hugely in recent 
years reflecting a nationwide 
decline in the species but is also 
partly due to the increasing 
numbers of people, dogs and 
predators forced onto smaller 
and smaller areas of green space. 
Curlew numbers have declined 
77% in the last 20 years
   Shropshire Wildlife Trust has 
been working with the ‘Curlew 
Country’ Project and the local 
Community Wildlife Group in 
an attempt to reverse this lack of 
breeding success. In the Clee 
Hills, including Catherton, we 
are looking to identify nest sites 
and protect them from predators 
with temporary electric fencing. 
To find out more visit the 
Curlew Country website. 
   To help protect our curlews we 
need dog walkers to observe the 
legal restrictions on open access 
land and keep dogs on a lead. 

The Skylarks and Stonechats are 
very busy too and vocal at this 
early stage, these are also ground 
nesting birds easily disturbed if 
dogs are quartering the ground 
off the lead.
   In order to protect our ground 
nesting birds and avoid any 
d i s t u r b a n c e p l e a s e a c t 
responsibly:
  Do not let dogs off the lead 
roaming across the common 
between 1st March and 31st July.
  Reduce to a minimum driving 
vehicles off-road onto the 
common, do not take vehicles 
where you do not have a right of 
access.
  Keep to rights of way and well 
worn paths as much as possible 
when you access the common.
Clive Dean – SWT Reserves Officer 
South

LEFT SOMETHING 
BEHIND!

Early in February, I arrived for 
work at the Severn Hospice Shop 
and to my disgust, was met by a 
very large parcel, left behind 
from obviously a very large dog.
   This package was left right in 
the middle of the pavement 
outside the shop, unlike other 
donations left outside the door, 
which on numerous occasions 
have been taken in!
   So I am asking dog owners to 
clear up after our canine friends.  
It is not a difficult or costly job - 

the £1.00 shops sell a variety of 
poo bags at a bargain price. 
Surprise, surprise - £1.00
   It is not cool
   To leave your dog’s stool
   Please be polite and scoop
   Your pet dog’s poop
Jayne Leach
Assistant Manager, Severn Hospice 
Shop

THE PARISH HALL
This very lively asset offers so 
much more than the popular 
‘Flicks in the Sticks” that shows a 
good movie every month for a 
mere £4.00.
   Building a following for her 
weekly exercise classes that help 
to ease aches and pains is Sarah 
Poole, who travels in from 
Halesowen every Wednesday to 
offer an hour of Seated Exercise 
for the less mobile from 11.00am.
Then at 12.30 she offers a Pilates 
class to cater for the more active 
amongst us, a service that’s 
gaining a lot of support as 
people discover a world of 
relaxation and less pain.
   A special evening to look 
forward to is the return of the 
highly acclaimed Military Wives 
Choir on Saturday April 11th. 
7.30 is the starting time and 
£10.00 the very reasonable price 
of tickets. 
   You can see why the Hall is so 
heavily booked with such a 
range of attractions on offer.
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

Our Mason is an accredited member of the British Register of Memorial Masons with a City & Guilds 
Qualification in Memorial Masonry. He is also a BRAMM licensed memorial fitter. 

 

MARK WILLIAMS FIPW & LAUREN WILLIAMS MIPW 
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITERS 

“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent  
and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark to write your Will.” 

 

Wills or Lasting Powers of Attorney from £95, Free Will Reviews,  
Also: Probate Support, Care Home Fee Avoidance  

& Big Savings on Funeral Plans 
Instructions taken in the comfort of your own home or workplace 

 

T: 01299 251442    M: 07966 053887    
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk   W: ambalegalservices.co.uk 

 
Members of the Institute of Professional Willwriters & Trading Standards Approved 
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IN LOVE WITH 
COOKING

Llewella Harding. You say what 
you want on your party menu and 

she’ll present it with style.
She bubbles with enthusiasm 
for the work she does. When 
Llewella left school she wanted 
to get into catering and that 
meant starting at the bottom of 
the scale. She took a job as a pot 
washer at a pub and kept her 
eyes and ears open, learning 
whenever she could. Chefs who 
recognised her keenness would 
explain jobs to her and she took 
it all in.
   She also learned humanity. 
“When you start at the bottom, 
you learn the value of people 
under you as you move up,” 
she reasons. “I know what it’s 

like to work until 2.00 in the 
morning.”
   She did break away and try a 
more conventional career path, 
working in an office. But that 
daily repetition just didn’t work 
for this young woman with an 
imagination and ambition. She 
took a job that really appealed; 
sous chef at the Gainsborough 
Hotel, working under head chef 
Phil. “An incredible chef, he 
really inspired me,” she says. 
B u t P h i l m o v e d o n a n d 
suddenly she was acting head 
c h e f i n h e r e a r l y 2 0 s . 
“Everything from 50 or 60 
covers a day to 250 for a 
wedding. 14 to 16 hours a day.”
   She stood that for six months 
before looking for less stress 
and finding it in the King’s 
Arms here in Cleobury. Five 
years there established her style 
and at the end of last year she 
opted to go self employed. She 
was already doing little jobs for 
friends’ parties and loving it.
   She has a wide variety of 
work coming her way because 
she’s so flexible. “I’ll ask you to 
write out the menu and I’ll do 
it.” All the cooking is by her, 
using the customer’s kitchen 
(“It’s easier serving if you’re 
cooking on the premises.”) or if 
it’s big job she’ll rent a local 
facility. 

   She uses local suppliers 
whenever possible, drawing on 
the experience acquired in her 
work in pubs. Take a look at her 
Facebook page on Lewella 
Mays Event Catering to see 
what customers think of her. 
You can call her on 0796 322 
1673 or L lewel la .harding 
@outlook.com
   She’s starting out in a very 
competitive business, but just 
look at her track record and you 
can see that she can cope with 
just about any challenge. We 
wish her every success.

DODDINGTON 
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Just a reminder that the club 
starts on March 10th then we 
meet again on the 24th. The 
start time is 2.00 o'clock ending 
at 4 .00pm in Doddington 
Village Hall. We have a varied 
programme that will include 
music, games, strawberry tea 
a n d t a l k s b y f u n n y a n d 
interesting speakers.  We would 
love you to come as our guest.
Ann Belcher

SILLY BIT 
Marriage is a relationship where one 
person is always right and the other 
person is the husband. 
   Anonymous, but you can it was 
written by a woman…..
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The Clarion Jobs Page                             

      
 
 

On-Call Firefighters Cleobury Mortimer 
 (Retained Duty System) 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is currently looking to recruit on-call firefighters at Cleobury Mortimer Fire 
Station. On-call firefighters agree to be available for a certain number of hours per week; they carry a pager 
and must be able to get to the fire station within five minutes. For this they are paid between £1,587 - £2,116 
per annum (dependent on contract) as a Retaining Fee plus payments for attending incidents and drill evenings at 
Cleobury Mortimer fire station. 
 
TO APPLY YOU MUST LIVE OR WORK WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF CLEOBURY MORTIMER FIRE STATION 

 
To be a Firefighter requires special skills and qualities, not only do you need to be able to work under pressure 
as part of a team at operational incidents you need effective communication skills to deal with the public at fire 
safety events and in their homes. You will work within your local community to support our aim of preventing 
fire related incidents and road traffic collisions. The Service is looking for people aged 18 or more on their start 
date who can demonstrate a high level pf physical fitness 
 

     For an information pack please contact us on 01743 260220, or email HRAssistants@shropshirefire.gov.uk,        
stating your name, address and quoting Cleobury Mortimer 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is committed to equality and diversity at work. We positively welcome 
applications from disabled people and minority groups who are under-represented in our Service.    

Turn to Page 37 for details of a further job vacancy
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Stove Installations, Service and Repair
All solid fuel wood burners and boilers supplied and installed
Chimneys relined and twin wall systems built
Chimney Pots, Cowls, Carbon Monoxide alarms and Air Bricks fitted
All Stoves and Fires serviced including chimney sweep
Hetas Landlord Safety Certificates

Tel:   01299 272712  Mbl: 07807 343006
email: info@rweaversservices.co.uk

.....
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MET AT THE MARKET
A brief visit to the Cleobury 
Country Farmers’ Market in 
February, but as always there 
were interesting things to see 
and clever people to talk to. 
   A regular stop for me is the 
Good Game stall, where there 
are always sausages of an 
unusual blend. Venison is often 
p a r t o f i t , s o n e v e r a 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . A n d t h e 
Bennett and Dunn’s rapeseed oil  
is a standard part of my kitchen 
stock, despite my inability as a 
cook. Rupert Bennett was on 
duty and told that they have 
recently bought out Spilsbury’s, 
t h e o n l y r a p e s e e d o i l 
manufacturer in Herefordshire. 
So a fair distance between the 
established base in Shropshire 
and the new addition.
   A chat with Karen Clutton, 
better known in her Clarion 
advert as Clara, revealed her 
habit of taking old Barbour 
waxed cotton jackets and 
remaking into a variety of 
h a n d y i t e m s . S h e h a s a 
remarkable skill for adapting 
both garments and materials to 
provide something entirely 
different, recycling of a high 
degree far beyond the average 
idea of the concept.
   Fi Nicholls had the 
neighbouring stall, showing a 
range of pretty figures hand 

made from alpaca fleece taken 
from her own and friends’s 
animals. There’s a growing 
interest in these gentle natives of 
Peru, sometimes confused with 
the larger llama. Google tells me 
the alpaca is descended from the 
vicuna, a very rare goat whose  
fleece was spun into a yarn to 
produce one of the most 
expensive cloths I ever saw in 
my brief time in the fabric trade. 
I view the alpaca with a greater 
respect now. Fi Nicholls is at 
fiona.nicholls321@hotmail.co.uk
   Market regulars will have 
noticed the circular wooden 
signs giving the name of each 
trader. A good rural touch that 
adds to the event’s character. I 
asked manager Clare Todd who 
made them and she admitted it 
was her. “Just scrounged some 
wood and painted them,” as she 
put it. That woman is too 
darned modest.

THE ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION

The Branch’s next social event 
will be our Annual Luncheon, to 
be held at the Sports and Social 
Club on March 15th, meeting at 
12.30 for 1.00. Lt Col Mark Jacks, 
OBE, of the Mercian Regiment, 
will be speaking about his tours 
of duty in Northern Ireland. 
Tickets cost £16 each, and are 
o b t a i n a b l e f r o m B r a n c h 

President Ron Breakwell (01299 
270830) or Mark Baldwin (01299 
270110).
   The first coach outing of the 
year will be to RAF Cosford on 
April 23rd. Tickets at £14 each 
will be available as above.
   The Branch always welcomes 
new members. Please contact 
Matt Sheehan on 01299 271347 
for details, or join up on-line.
Mark Baldwin
THE LACON LOTTERY
The school’s lottery is up and 
running again, open to anyone 
who enjoys a little flutter with 
half the proceeds going to the 
school and the other half to the 
monthly winners. Full details on 
line at lacon-childe.org.uk/
p a r e n t s / p a r e n t - t e a c h e r -
association, where you can 
download an entry form and 
hand it and your stake in at the 
school office. That website 
address is almost an English 
exam in itself! 
   The lottery runs from March to 
December, with a prize each 
month. For a tenner, it’s good 
value.

SILLY BIT 
   I changed my Ipod’s name to 
Titanic. It’s syncing now. 
   England has no kidney bank, but it 
does have a Liverpool. 
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER CARPETS

Supplying and Fitting of:-

Gordon’s Motoring School 

Specialist Joinery

01299
270626www.gcartersmartjoinery.com

Built in Wardrobes
Double Glazed Wooden Windows
Staircases

Qualified tradesmen, fully insured                       
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The Clarion is available on the World Wide Web on the 
fourth of the month, complete with all advertisements. 

www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk 
We boast readers in Los Angeles, Hong Kong  

and New Zealand.
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THE HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY

Will iam Scott gave us an 
interesting talk on the history of 
the walled garden. He and his 
wife have worked tirelessly to 
restore the walled garden at 
Worcester, an ongoing task. 
Walled gardens were first 
developed in Persia as a place of 
sanctuary. They are always a 
regular shape with four garden 
areas and a central feature to 
collect water for irrigation. The 
f i r s t E n g l i s h g a rd e n w a s 
designed and built around 1577. 
A garden labyrinth for sensitive 
and rare plants, it provided a 
micro climate for them to thrive. 
Most such gardens in England 
were developed for growing 
fruit and vegetables; a glass 
house would be placed on the 
south side for exotic fruits  and 
sensitive vegetables and the 
remainder divided up into 
regular shapes often bordered 
by fruit trees that were  trained 
along wires. Fruit trees would 
also be trained along the walls 
where they would benefit from 
the heat absorbed by the walls. 
All plants cultivated in a walled 
garden benefit from the shelter 
of the walls. Will went on to 
show us pictures of many 
English gardens worth a visit .
  Our next meeting is on March 
9th in the Community Hub; it is 
a l s o o u r S p r i n g F l o w e r 
Compet i t ion, entr ies in a 
standard 12 oz. jam jar. It is also 

Members’ Question Time so 
please come with any gardening 
q u e s t i o n s t h a t y o u t h i n k 
members will be able to help 
you with.             Liz Smurthwaite

THE READING GROUP
Something of a change this time 
as we all had a different book of 
contemporary poetry from the 
Shropshire Library Reading 
Group sets. Only two people 
appreciated the content of their 
books, the rest of us found it 
hard going; however, the 
meeting went well. Poetry in 
general was discussed, plus 
several people brought their 
own favourite verses along to 
read to us. We also enjoyed a 
reading of items from the Poetry 
Group, a nice melding of two 
local groups.
   As an experiment the books 
were not a great experience but a 
pleasant evening developed. 
Back to normal this month, we 
all have a copy of 'Norwegian 
By Night', a debut thriller by 
Derek B. Miller. The next 
meeting will be on March 16th 
where we will express our 
o p i n i o n s , g o o d , b a d o r 
indifferent. It's always good to 
hear the wide range of views.
Deana Kimber 271754

CHOCOLATE BINGO!
   We don’t know who thought 
this idea up, but it sounds good 
and should taste better. Lacon 
Childe School are giving the 
concept its Cleobury Mortimer 
debut on Friday March 27th, 

with a 7.00 o’clock start and the 
promise of chocolate prizes for a 
line, two lines and a full house. 
As if that wasn’t enough, they’ll 
have a raffle, .a licensed bar and 
refreshments. Prepare for excess 
if you’re heading that way.

PIE AND PINT NIGHT
A tasty night for the Severn 
Hospice Pie and Pint event. 
Mark Baldwin went down 
memory lane for his audience in 
the “Love Codes” on early 1900s 
post cards when the world of 
courtship was very different. 
Some were simple but others  
very much more intricate as our 
postal systems developed and 
offered more space for messages.
  Pete Edwards’ pies were 
d e l i c i o u s a n d t h e v a r i e d 
flavours, especially the game 
ones, all vanished. Many thanks 
to Pete of Wyre Pies for his 
donation and Andy Gould for 
his Samaritan act of delivering 
them to the Club.
   The Sports and Social Club did 
us proud, thank you Alison for 
juggling with the Pint part of the 
ticket and help with blowing up 
the balloons. Severn Hospice 
gained £300 - thank you all. 
Glad you enjoyed it.
Madge Shineton

SILLY BIT 
“We are not interested in the 
possibilities of defeat. They do not 
exist.” 
   Queen Victoria in fine patriotic 
mood about the Boer War. History 
was not kind to her on this occasion.
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Excellence in  
education since 1620 

We’ve been unlocking the potential of children for nearly 
400 years. We offer the best opportunity to boys and girls 
from three months to 16 years old. 

To book a tour or find out more, call our  
Admissions Secretary on 01562 850204.

Places available.

/HeathfieldKnollSchool

@heathfieldknoll

/heathfieldknollschool
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THE BREAKFAST 
CLUB

We met at Lacon Childe on 
February 11th to hear about a 
very successful business - 
Olwen Sales on ‘In the Saddle’. 
   The subtitle ‘Making Dreams 
Come True’ provides an insight 
into what Olwen and her team 
achieve with their highly 
specialist travel firm, which 
sells horse-riding holidays in 
locations all round the world, 
except in the UK. Having 
worked as an accountant, 
Olwen was well placed to 
expand a personal interest into 
a thriving business. ‘In the 
Saddle’ was launched in 1995, 
when Olwen was in London, 
but as the business grew, she 
and husband James wanted a 
property, away from London, 
with enough room for family, 
business, and their own horses.
   James was no stranger to 
Shropshire, having been to 
school in Ludlow, and felt they 
could find the perfect property 
here. He was right and they 
discovered Reaside Farm in 
Neen Savage in 2003, and this 
now serves them well as a 
place to live and work, despite 
initial worries about the speed 
and reliability of internet 
access, essential for a business 

such as this. They now employ 
nine staff to process the huge 
number of enquiries generated.
Their customers have dreams – 
of riding along empty beaches, 
tasting cowboy life in the Mid-
West, or getting right away 
f rom the modern wor ld , 
exploring places which can 
only be accessed by horse. ‘In 
the Saddle’ can make such 
dreams come true. Each year, 
t h e y m a t c h a b o u t 2 , 5 0 0 
customers to foreign riding 
holidays, and one measure of 
success is the high volume of 
repeat business. Their highest-
scoring customer has already 
been on 117 of their holidays – 
and hasn’t finished yet.
   Most of their customers are 
women in their 50s, but age is 
no bar, as their oldest is over 
90. ‘In the Saddle’ is the biggest 
riding business in the UK, and 
one of the biggest in the world, 
offering over 100 different 
holidays, all which have been 
personally assessed, so if you’re 
looking for an unusual holiday 

and can already ride you know
where to turn.
The next meeting of the Club 
takes place on March 10th at 
the Golf Club, when our 
speaker will be Phil Howl, 
talking about the restoration of 
Neen Sollars station. Those 

wishing to attend should 
c o n t a c t A n g e l a D re n n a n 
(270636) to book places.
Mark Baldwin

MEMORY WALK
Cleobury CoCo are organising 
a M e m o r y W a l k i n 
collaboration with CMFA/
Walking for Health and the CM 
Beavers on Wednesday April 
8th, from 10.00 to 12.00 noon at 
the Market Hall.

   Join Walking for Health for a 

w a l k a r o u n d C l e o b u r y, 
reminiscing about the buildings 
and way of life in years gone 
by. Walks will be lead by 
members of the Walking for 
Health team and locals who 
will share their memories. The 
walks will be suitable for all, 
including those with scooters 

and take place in small groups. 
Afterwards everyone will meet 
upstairs at the Market Hall for 
coffee and cakes served by the 
CoCo ladies and Beavers, 
where we will also be joined by 
members of Laugh, Sing, 
Breathe for a few songs. £1.50 
per person, proceeds to be 
shared between CoCo and 
MIND. 
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Email: D_Tramontana@hotmail.co.uk          Website: www.poppysgardenbenches.com

Telephone: 01299 832227

Mobile: 07812559530

Clows Top Garage
Clows Top

Tenbury Road
Kidderminster
Worcestershire

From a choice of either strong solid timber or beautiful Welsh cedar wood. These 
handcrafted benches are a must have.

Unlike flat pack benches, these are quality constructed with approximately 2 Inch 
thick solid wood.

Due to the sheer size and weight of these benches we do offer delivery. For more
 information on this, or any general enquires please contact us.

We clean and restore outdoor surfaces at an affordable price.
Decking
Patios
Brickwork

Driveways
Fences
Outdoor furniture

FALCO HEATING 
The Solid Fuel Specialists


GARY HARDING - HETAS 
registered 

Old Hall Farm 
Clows Top, Worcs. DY14 9HE 

T: 01299 832030 
M: 07896 685 947 

FalcoHeating@gmail.com 

01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services
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e guarantee you won’t find tastier fresher milk with so little food miles.

UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call Mike on: 01886 812250 or mobile: 07814 577739
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk
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CLEE HILL WILDLIFE
If you are interested in wildlife 
in the local area the Clee Hill 
Community Wildlife group 
invites you to attend an evening 
of short talks to be held on 
Wednesday March 18th, at 
7.30pm in Clee Hill Village Hall. 
This event is free and will 
provide an opportunity to find 
out the results from the work 
undertaken in 2019 and discuss 
projects in 2020. Projects 
include, Birds of the Hill Survey, 
Save our Curlews Campaign, 
Wi ld F lower Moni tor ing , 
Butterflies and Moths, Novers 
Wo o d a n d R e p t i l e a n d 
A m p h i b i a n S u r v e y s . 
Refreshments will be available 
as well as a raffle. Everyone 
welcome, please feel free just to 
come along.
   The Clee Hill Community 
Wildlife Group is one of 11 such 
groups across Shropshire which 
aim to: bring together people 
interested in wildlife, undertake 
survey work to establish the 
status of key wildlife species 
and their habitats, encourage 
and enhance local interest in 
wildlife and actively promote 
conservation. Involvement with 
the group is free and open to 
anyone. There is no need to be 

a n e x p e r t o r s k i l l e d i n 
identification, just an interest in 
our local area and its wildlife. 
For more information about the 
groups visit the Shropshire 
Community Wildlife Groups 
w e b s i t e a t 
www.shropscwgs.org.uk, or 
webmaster@shropscwgs.org.uk
Chris Bargman

NEEN SAVAGE W.I.
In February we welcomed 
member Mary Warrilow, to talk 
about Lipoedema, a debilitating 
disorder where there is an 
abnormal build up of fat and 
fluids mainly on the lower parts 
of the body. It is a chronic, long 
term condition that primarily 
affects women and generally 
develops at times of hormonal 
change – puberty, pregnancy 
and menopause. There is also a 
genetic link and the condition 
can run in families, more 
research is needed to identify 
those at risk and reasons for the 
occurrence. Women with the 
condition are told they are obese 
and to lose weight; they suffer 
from poor mental health and 
l o w s e l f e s t e e m , l i m i t e d 
mobility, skin sensitivity, joint 
pain and the financial impact of 
n o t b e i n g a b l e t o w o r k . 
Symptoms can be helped with 

compress ion garments or 
bandages, exercise and skincare, 
diet and psychological support, 
however only 5% of sufferers 
are identified by their GP and 
44% by special ist nurses, 
l e a v i n g m a n y w o m e n 
undiagnosed. It is suggested 
over 10% of women may have 
the condition so this leaves 
many suffering in silence. 
Lipoedema UK was formed in 
2012, dedicated to raising 
awareness amongst health care 
professionals and others and 
calling for more research and 
better funding of treatments by 
the NHS. If anyone wants more 
information please contact 
Catherine on the number below 
and we can help.
  N e e n S a v a g e W I a r e 
d e t e r m i n e d t o c o n t i n u e 
campaigning for the National 
Federation of WIs to adopt 
Lipoedema Awareness as a 
Resolution to spread the word 
to a larger audience.
  On Wednesday, March 11th 
Lucy Shier from Bee Biotic will 
talk on everything Bee related. 
Visitors always welcome, £4 to 
include refreshments and raffle 
ticket. For more information 
please contact me on 01299 
270647.              Catherine Evans
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The Miah Brothers Famous Spice Empire 
 Bringing great taste and value to Cleobury Mor mer for 17 years

17 High Street, Cleobury Mor mer
6 11pm 6 Days a Week

Acclaimed Indian restaurant with 
wide range to suit all tastes.

Sunday Buffet from 12.00pm
9.00pm.

As much as you can eat for just 
£9.95 a head.

Free home delivery up to 5miles
Reserva ons:01299 270419

6/7 Church Street, Cleobury Mor mer
‘Fine bar, excellent food at prices to 

suit all pockets’
Top Value dining. 

Our Dine In Meal Deal gives you a: 
starter, main course and naan or 

rice for just £9.95.

Tuesday to Sunday, 6.00 11.00pm 
Reserva ons: 01299 271485

57 High Street, Cleobury Mor mer
6 11pm Wednesday– Sunday

Dine at home with the same great 
quality our restaurant offers. 

Monday– Tuesday 
collect Takeaways from

 Spice Empire:
Tel: 01299 270419

Free home delivery up to 5miles. 
Orders: 01299 271604

Bayton Church of England Primary School 
 

 - Be the best you can be, as a child of God -  

                       
Rated “Outstanding” in our latest SIAMs inspection (March 2018)

– – – – – – – –
 

“We offer an alternative and unique Primary 

come and visit us.”

–
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Opening hours:
8.30am 11am 

& 4pm 6pm
Closed to drop offs & 
collections on Sunday 

mornings 

Hopton Bank, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 0QF call:01584 890327or mobile: 07989 741258
   email: wild.meadow.kennels@gmail.com
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CLEE HILL BIRD 
GROUP

The Bird Group has been 
l o o k i n g f o r C u r l e w s a n d 
Lapwings around Clee Hill since 
2012, and working with the SOS 
“Save our Curlews” campaign 
to find and protect nests with 
electric fences for the last two 
years. We found seven pairs, 
and fenced four nests last year.
   We are repeating both parts of 
this work in 2020, and need 
more helpers for the Bird 
Survey. Without the survey 
locating the Curlews in April, 
the nest finders’ job is much 
more difficult. The survey is 
easy, and only involves half a 
day at the beginning of April, 
beginning of May and mid-June, 
about nine hours in all. Simple 
instructions are provided, and 
there’s a practical training 
session on the hill for anyone 
that wants it.
   If you can help, or want to find 
out more about it, please come 
to the Bird Group meeting at 
7.30pm on Monday, 23rd March 
at the Recreation rooms, 22a 
Clee Hill High Street, or contact 
Chris Bargman on 01299 270514, 
emailchcwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
   Curlews start arriving back 
during March, and landowners 
and everyone one else are 

requested to report the locations 
of any that you see or hear to 
Chris as soon as possible. These 
reports are very important, as 
they help us find where the 
Curlews are breeding. Please 
don’t assume we already know 
about any you come across.

THE SPORTS AND 
SOCIAL CLUB

March sees the continuation of 
Six Nations Rugby, with hot 
pork or beef rolls being served 
in the Club for the England 
matches on Saturdays March 7th 
and 14th, both kick-off times 
4.45pm. The hot beef/pulled 
pork rolls have proved popular 
for the last three England 
matches, but be warned, once 
they’re gone, they’re gone!
  On Friday, March 13th, the 
Friends of St Mary’s Church are 
holding a Quiz Night, register at 
7pm for 7.30pm start.
  The Royal British Legion are 
holding their annual lunch in 
the Club on Sunday, March 15th. 
Tickets are £16 each.
CM Rugby Club are at home to 
Uttoxeter on Saturday, March 
21st, Veseyans on Saturday the 
2 8 t h a n d We d n e s b u r y o n 
Saturday, April 4th. All matches 
kick-off at 2.15pm.
   After a dismal, wet Winter, the 
clocks go forward on Sunday, 

March 29th and we can look 
forward to warmer, sunnier 
days - fingers crossed. Keep the 
kids occupied at the Family 
Bingo to be held in the late 
afternoon that day between 4.00 
and 6.00pm.
   For more information please 
call in at the Club, or contact us 
on 01299 271448 or via our 
Facebook Page      Glenys Turpin

SEVERN HOSPICE 
BIRTHDAY

The Severn Hospice Community 
Shop will be celebrating its 10th 
Birthday in Cleobury Mortimer 
at the beginning of April.
   We will be holding four days 
of fun, including a daily raffle 
with lovely prizes, and on 
Saturday 4th April, we will be 
s e r v i n g t e a , c o f f e e a n d 
homemade cakes from 11.00 to 
4.00 and will also have a 
fabulous Tombola.
   On the Saturday, there will be 
a pop-up Craft Shop, selling 
fabric, haberdashery and other 
crafty items. Please come down 
and join in the fun as we 
celebrate.
A hear t fe l t thank you to 
everyone for your support and 
friendship over the past 10 
years. Here’s to the next 10 years 
and beyond. 
Gayna Woodhead
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The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep
Tradi onal & Power Sweeping Services 
Cer fied Chimney Sweep 
Insurance Recognised cer ficate issued 

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk
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BUSY HOPTON 
WAFERS

Hopton Wafers church are 
endeavouring to raise funds to 
have toilet facilities installed at 
the back of the church. With 
this in mind, two social events 
have been arranged.
   On Saturday March 7th we 
are delighted to have the 
Kidderminster Male Voice 
Choir giving a concert in the 
church at 7.00. Tickets are 
£10.00 , which includes a 
complementary drink in the 
interval. 
   On Saturday April 25th the 
Annual Spring Supper will be 
at Doddington Village Hall, 
w i t h a t w o c o u r s e m e a l 
provided by The Clock House, 
Tenbury Wells. Please provide 
your own drinks and glasses. 
Tickets are £12.50, and for 
children under 12 £6.25.
   Tickets for both events are 
available from Marilyn Wood 
on 01299 513212 or Posy Davies 
on 270547.              Marilyn Wood

THE GIN WALK
All in aid of Severn Hospice, 
Shaunah Murrell is organising a 
Gin Walk on Friday the 13th of 
April. That’s an ideal day to sip 
a drop of Mother’s Ruin and 
tell yourself that Friday the 13th 

is never really unlucky. Just 
please take care crossing the 
road if you’re taking part - we 
do not want to lose Clarion 
readers.
   Tickets cost £18.00, there are 
three venues named and 
include four premium gins 
complemented by Fever Free 
tonics and each venue will offer 
free nibbles and snacks. Soft 
drinks, beer or wine can also be 
provided if you arrange it 
before the day with an email to
cleobury.ginwalk@btconnect.co
m.
   Tickets are available from the 
H o s p i c e S h o p , C l e o b u r y 
Pharmacy, Swift’s Tea Room 
and the Larch Barn Cafe. Enjoy!

THE KITE FESTIVAL 
IS BACK

Good news for anyone who’s 
been drawn to the sports field 
at Lacon Childe School when 
the sun is high in the summer 
sky and full of interesting 
shapes and colours. That’s 
when the annual Shropshire 
Kite Festival is back in town.
   Helene and Paul Morgan of 
Sky Bums in Wem are the 
driving force behind the event 
and this year are featuring their 
Rhombox kite in carbon fibre as 
the latest development using  
modern materials. 

   They are looking forward to 
greeting kite enthusiasts from 
Kent, London, Wales and most 
parts of the UK, all out to show 
off their designs and skills. If 
you fancy trying this attractive 
and silent way of flight, they’ll 
have kites or do it yourself kits, 
a l l w i t h h e l p a n d 
encouragement for newcomers.
Grea t fami ly s tu ff , f rom 
p r i m a r y s c h o o l a g e t o 
grandparents.
   More details from Sky Bums 
on 01939 234486 but don’t 
forget to put the dates in your 
diary - July 18th and 19th. 

CANCER CAMPAIGN
Cancer Research UK have a 
campaign to persuade Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson to 
support the NHS with more 
funding for cancer tests. Their 
logic is simple - one in every 
two people in the UK will get 
cancer in their lifetime. So the 
facilities to test everyone will 
mean early treatment and less 
pressure on the treatment of 
serious cancers in hospitals. We 
s h o u l d a l l k n o w t h a t 
prevention is better than cure, 
and it’s lot less expensive too.
   Google up Cancer Research 
UK and sign their petition. It 
only takes a few minutes and 
could save a life.
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Letter from Westminster                                                 Philip Dunne 

In January I was fortunate to be drawn seventh 
in the ballot for Private Member’s Bills – a very 
rare opportunity, since there are 650 MPs and 
all but Ministers, the Speaker and Deputy 
Speakers can apply for the ballot. This was the 
first time I have had such luck since first 
elected in 2005.
  A Private Member’s Bill is one not introduced 
by government, as it says on the label, but still 
aims to change the law, on a subject of my 
choice this session. I was doubly fortunate to 
be drawn seventh, since it is the lowest place 
on the ballot that is guaranteed an opportunity 
for the Bill to be discussed, with enough time 
remaining in the Parliamentary session to have 
a chance of becoming law.
   I was keen to use this opportunity to make a 
difference on a health or environmental issue. I 
had several potential ideas, but was not fixed 
on any one, so I asked constituents to suggest 
potential changes they would like to see 
become law. I am very grateful to the many 
people who got in touch to put forward 
proposals. Some were either too general or too 
substantial in terms of legislative complexity or 
scope to be suitable for a PMB. But there were 
several good suggestions.
   Since asking constituents for suggestions, I 
am also delighted to say I was elected by the 
House of Commons to become Chairman of 
the Environmental Audit Committee. This is a 
Committee on which I have sat for the last two 
years, helping to scrutinise the government’s 
record on climate change and the environment, 
taking a particularly keen interest in water, air 
and soil quality.

   Given my new role as Chairman of the EAC, 
I decided an environmental measure would be 
the most appropriate use of my Private 
Member’s Bill. So in early February, I decided 
to propose a Bill, suggested by a constituent, 
with the intention to help materially to clean 
up Britain’s rivers and watercourses. The 
Sewage (Inland Waters) Bill will seek to place a 
duty on water companies to ensure that 
untreated sewage is not discharged into rivers 
and other inland waters.

  At present, treatment of waste water is 
required to different standards according to the 
area and population it serves. But given that an 
Environment Agency report found 86% of our 
rivers do not meet current environmental 
standards, it is clear the current system is not 
working. So my Bill aims to clamp down on 
raw sewage entering rivers from overflowing 
or poorly functioning sewage treatment works.
  Work has now begun with the Parliamentary 

Clerks to find the best way of drafting this Bill 
to make it effective. I am engaging with 
government to seek their support, as well as 
many interested experts and organisations, to 
have the best chance of my Bill passing and 
becoming law. I will formally introduce it on 
the floor of the House on Friday July 10th, my 
first opportunity to do so in the Parliamentary 
calendar. I will update constituents from time 
to time about its progress.

Philip Dunne
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

The March Social Calendar                                                                   Part One 

…

’

’

’

The Royal British Legion’s Annual Luncheon will be  
held at the Sports and Social Club on Love Lane again, on  

Sunday, March 15th. Members and Guest will gather at 12.30 
to dine at 1.00. 

Mrs Gregory, who runs a programme of coach trips from her 
home at 17 High Street, Clee Hill, has a busy year coming. 

On March 14th she has an outing to Gloucester and 
looking ahead to April, on the 11th there’s one to Bury 

Market. Mrs Gregory is on 01584 891464.
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   The March Social Calendar                                                                       Part Two 

– SHE’S WORTH IT

The clocks go forward one hour. Let’s hope we 
The Nearly Dead Poet’s Society meets at the Library for another friendly evening

AND LOOKING FORWARD TO APRIL……

CLEE HILL AND DISTRICT WILD LIFE 
The range of animal wild life and plant species makes the Clee Hill 

district a fascinating place to explore. The Wild Life Group meeting in 
Clee Hill Village Hall at 7.30 n the 18th brings together a collection of 

interests reporting on their work. On Monday the 23rd, the Bird 
Group meets in the Recreation Room just up the High Street at 7.30 to 

confirm interest in this treasure of an area. 

INDIAN TIPIS JUST UP THE HILL 
The Golf Club have a Spring Open Weekend on March 28th and 29th. 
They’re cooperating with Shire Tipis to put on a show of American 

Redskin style tipis that look very traditional but offer a touch of 
glamping that should appeal to the individual in you. They’d look 

great with a classic VW Camper or an Indian motorcycle.



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - March 202034

KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US
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Clarion Clippings  - The Local Non Plastic News

Training Courses Upcoming 2020:
Emergency first aid at work 4th March £ 73.00
Portable appliance testing 9th March £ 205.00
Level 3 Food Safety 16,17,18 March  £325.00

3 x day emergency first aid 23,24,25 March £ 190.00+ certs

Mindfulness taster day 28th April FREE
L2 moving & handling 12th May £65

All course costs + vat
For more information on courses or if you require a booking form  

please contact the centre.

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com

The Cleobury Mortimer Plastic Reduction 
Group visited all Cleobury Country schools 
and nurseries to get them to pledge to reduce 
their single use plastic.  With the expert staff 
to guide them, these children hold the future 
in their hands. What an inspiration those staff 
and children were! They are already doing so 
much to reduce plastic but were also really 
keen to pledge to do even more. We had a 
great day, feeding off the enthusiasm they all 
show for helping to look after our 
environment. All the establishments were 
given a Cleobury Mortimer Plastic Reduction 
Group pledge certificate to display. And we 
will go back and visit again in a few months 
to see what they have achieved.
   Here are the pledges made:
   Farlow C of E Primary School- have 
pledged to start an Eco Club after half term 
and will work to reduce plastic in lunchboxes. 
   Kinlet C of E Primary School - will 
continue to recycle crisp packets in Bewdley, 
and will work to further reduce plastic in 
lunch boxes. Have also pledged to only 
laminate display work when necessary.
   Ever After Day nursery- will continue with 
their ban on plastic bags. Will continue to 
recycle plastic milk bottles (staff take them 
home) They have pledged to contact carers to 
encourage them to further reduce plastic in 
what they send in to nursery with their child.
  Abkats nursery will continue to recycle 
everything they can and reuse plastic pots 
that come in with lunchboxes. Have also 

pledged to start recycling crisp packets in 
Bewdley.
   Stottesdon C of E Primary School will 
continue to recycle as much waste as possible 
from staff with Terracycle and have pledged 
to try to extend this to students’ waste too.
   Bayton Primary School will continue with 
their toast club at break (reducing the need 
for children to bring in plastic wrapped 
snacks). The Eco Club have pledged to 
introduce a recycling bin in the lunch hall and 
will try to start recycling crisp packets.
   Little Learners nursery in Bayton- have 
stopped using plastic aprons. They will 
contact carers to encourage them to further 
reduce plastic in lunchboxes and will 
continue to recycle as much as possible. They 
have also pledged to buy more wooden and 
other natural toys.
   Cleobury Mortimer Primary School have 
pledged to recycle crisp packets and research 
milk companies to find one who can supply 
with less plastic. A Year 3-4 class is going to 
do a project looking at the use of plastic 
around the school and how it can be reduced.
   Lacon Childe School- have already 
introduced a plastic bottle recycling scheme 
and reduced plastic in the canteen (no plastic 
cutlery, no plastic straws and no plastic 
takeaway boxes). The enthusiastic Eco Group 
have pledged to deliver an assembly to Year 
7’s encouraging them to give up single use 
plastic for Lent.
Louise Francis
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345
Ready Meals
We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.
Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)
Seafood
Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.
Fruit and Vegetables
Potato Products
Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.
Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times   9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12
Visit our web site   www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk

Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549725
169–171 Newtown Road, 
Malvern WR14 1PJ

01684 212361
Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549836

Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 212428
Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 212339
Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 210530
Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549716

• NEW FORD CAR AND VAN SALES
• APPROVED USED CAR AND VAN SALES
• ALL MAKES SERVICING AND MOTS

• PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
• CONTRACT HIRE FOR BUSINESS
• CAR AND COMMERCIAL RENTALS

• SELF STORAGE FACILITIES
• MOTABILITY AGENTS

First choice for all your motoring needs

watch | like | tweet  

brookhire.co.uk
hillsford.co.uk

hillscontracts.co.uk
hillsselfstore.co.uk
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

Florist for all occasions, specialising in 
wedding and funeral flowers. 

Finalist for The Matrimony awards 2020,
Wedding florist for Shropshire and Powys.

 
Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

TOP DEAL FOR SMALL 
BUSINESSES 

A Small Box advertisement like 
this costs just £63.00 for a year, 

or £34.00 for six months. And we 
will include a brief editorial 

feature about your business. All 
this and 1,000 copies of every 

issue printed.  
Beat that for value!

GOVERNOR’S CLERK 
VACANCY IN 

KIDDERMINSTER  
With a school community 
continuing to grow, Holy Trinity 
School and Sixth Form centre in 
Kidderminster is looking to 
appoint a clerk to the school’s 
governing body.

 Headteacher, Mrs Pamela 
Leek-Wright explained: “As an 
expanding and successful school 
we’re keen to hear from any 
experienced individuals.

 “The governing body of any 
school is key to its success, and 
assisting them is the clerk, the 
person who provides guidance 
and advice on governance, 
constitutional and procedural 
matters, and administrative 
support to the governors and its 
committees.”
  Holy Trinity enjoys close links 
with the local and business 
communities and has a long 
tradition of academic excellence 
and pastoral care, with an 
emphasis on aspiration for all 
pupils.
  Added Mrs Leek-Wright: “We 
are a warm and friendly school 
excited to meet and appoint the 
right person to support our 
growing school community.”
  For further information about 
the role and to apply, please 
contact the Head’s PA, Mrs 

Karen Roth on 01562 822929 or 
e m a i l : 
karen.roth@holytrinity.co.uk

MUSIC IN SAINT
LAURENCE’S

A good crowd gathered in the 
principal church in Ludlow on 
February 15th, ages ranging 
from babes in arms to ancients 
in their 80s. The rain doesn’t put 
of music lovers when an event 
as promising as this comes with 
free admission. 
   Ulrich von Hecker opened the 
afternoon with Stravinsky’s 
‘Suite Italienne’, his fine violin 
work accompanied by David 
Gaukroger. Some interesting 
notes on the performers were 
available, from which we 
learned that Herr von Hecker is 
a lecturer at Cardiff University 
and a violinist purely as a lover 
of that instrument. His obvious 
enthusiasm for the performance 
drew warm applause before the 
debut of David Gaukroger’s 
‘Shropshire Journey’, with Kim 
Begley offering briefs extracts 
from Housman between each 
movement. Kim has a very fine 
voice, and his clear diction 
added to the atmosphere of the 
occasion.
   I am not in the least qualified 
to judge this professional 
pianists’s technique, but his 
composition skill in capturing 

the rural atmosphere was very 
i m p r e s s i v e . T h e r e w a s 
prolonged applause for both 
player and narrator before 
Ulrich von Hecker closed the 
c o n c e r t w i t h S c h u b e r t ’ s 
‘Sonatina in A Minor’. A lovely, 
gentle performance that the 
dignified present of Saint 
Laurence’s simply enhanced.
   I could not get near David 
a f t e r t h e e v e n t , h e w a s 
surrounded by friends and 
h a p p y a d m i r e r s . B u t 
correspondence later revealed 
that he had not given a recital 
for more than 20 years, so he sat 
and devoted four to five hours 
of practice a day for six months 
before this appearance. To sit 
and listen to such a competent 
player gives pleasure, but few of 
us realise just how much effort 
is made before we hear the 
result.
   David is concerned that music 
is not being widely taught in 
Shropshire schools and has 
plans to raise funds to address 
this shortcoming; his target is 
£20,000 this year. I hope to sit 
and learn more about this 
selfless plan when details are 
finalised, and will report in full 
when I have done so.
   We will bring you details of 
any events he organises for this 
campaign.      JR
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BODEN & SON DELIVERIES  
ESTABLISHED 2013 

DELIVERING FRESH MAWLEY MILK  AND DAILY NEWSPAPERS TO YOUR 
DOORSTEP 

IN CLEOBURY MORTIMER AND CLEE HILL. 
WE ALSO DELIVER FRESH MAWLEY MILK TO OTHER AREAS 

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
TEL 01584 891550 

email...n.bowden30@gmail.com 

Training Courses Upcoming 2020:
Level 2 award in the principles of COSHH 4th February  £ 65.00

Level 2 award in Food Safety– 7th February £ 70.00
Paediatric first aid course– 11th & 12th February £ 110.00

Emergency first aid at work 4th March £ 73.00

Portable appliance testing 9th March £ 205.00
Level 3 award in HACCP 10/11 March £285.00
Level 3 Food Safety 16,17,18 March  £325.00

3 x day emergency first aid 23,24,25 March £ 190.00+ certs

All course costs + vat
For more information on courses or if you require a booking form  

please contact the centre.

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

 

‘
’

 

Want the 
weight gone?
This is the one.

The proven weight-loss Plan for men and women that comes 
with a personal diet consultant to give you that big hand of 
support, deliciously nutricious products and a you-shaped

weight-loss Plan for life!
I’m your consultant based in central Ludlow: 
Chloë Alexander 
07786 936543
Contact me to ask for more! 
chloeacwp@gmail.com • one2onediet.com
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S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

KNOWLE SPORTS SALES
Tenbury Road, Clee Hill.

8.00 to11.00am
The First Saturday of 

Every Month

STILL WANTED: Good clean donations.
Collections: 01584 891249
Enquiries: 01584 890644

Seasoned Oak Logs For 
Sale

Free Local Delivery
Also Mixed and Softwood 

Available
Tel: 07976 895 267

01584 890 795
K Phillips & Son Groundwork

Piano tutor

School-aged or adult 
students, beginner or 
advanced. Based in Kinlet, 
but I can come to you. 
Some day and after-school 
spaces available.

Francis Engleheart

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

March in the Wyre Forest                                                       Linda Iles

“Forest schools”

Photo by Mick Farmer

The Wyre Forest is drained from west to east by 
the Dowles Brook, which in turn is fed by its 
smaller tributaries such as Dell Brook, running 
from its source near the A456 northwards 
through Uncllys Farm then on down a delightful 
little valley. (The photograph by Mick Farmer 
shows the waterfall on the brook.) Dotted around 
the nearby forest are freshwater pools sitting on 
impermeable clay and draining into the nearest 
downhill watercourse. Recently I have written 
about the ‘Slow the Flow’ scheme which delays 
the water in these upper catchments from joining 
the Dowles and Severn to help avoid destructive 
flooding.
   I am one of the volunteers who wander the 
forest from February to April making note of the 
amount of frogspawn in these large and small 
pools. I was recruited to the team by Rosemary 
Winnall of the Wyre Forest Study Group, present 
organisers of the survey which began in 1988 
under the auspices of the Nature Conservancy 
Council. Long term studies of this kind are 
extremely valuable, especially in view of likely 
climate change. The frogs are, in general, 
breeding successfully but we do notice that the 
pools gradually change over time, responding to 
local conditions, and can become less attractive to 
frogs and their tadpoles. To help this situation 
some of the ponds on Forestry Commission and 
Natural England (i.e. public) land will be 
managed by cutting back vegetation around their 
edges and also taking out some excess water  
plants. The wildlife in each pool will be 
monitored to see if these actions have the desired 
effect. As I am the kind of person who enjoys 
getting wet and muddy (but not cold) I hope I’ll 

be able to lend a hand with the work later in the 
year when the water warms up!
   The other survey in which I will be involved 
this month is the deer census. On a couple of 
consecutive Saturdays about 30 volunteers will 
arrive in their allocated sections of forest before 
dawn and will comb the woodland noting any 
deer they encounter. The majority will be Fallow 
Deer but the little Muntjacss have shown a steady 
increase in numbers, to the annoyance of foresters 
whose young trees they like to chew. They are the 
size of a dog and bark like one too, and breed all 
year round unlike the Fallow does, who produce 
a single fawn in June. At the collection point our 
survey results are rewarded with a hot cup of tea 
and a bacon sandwich. The privilege of 
experiencing a spring dawn in one of the best 
woodlands in England may only occur to me 
once I’ve enjoyed a hot bath at home.
Linda Iles

The waterfall at Dell Brook, captured by Mick Farmer.
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Steve Todd  -  On The Buses

The Clarion is on the World Wide Web 
From the fourth day of the month, on www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk 

complete with all the adverts, but somehow we don’t think that 
foodies from New Zealand will be tempted to try the excellent tapas 

at the Royal Fountain Inn.

More joy from Diamond with sporadic requests for 
payment on the 8.54 to Kiddy although this should 
have been sorted by now (again!). This particular 
service also seems to arrive spot on – 15 minutes 
late -  most mornings although I'm not sure why 
they should already be running late so early in the 
day. One morning it was 30 minutes late which we 
thought would not bode well for the 10.06 to 
Ludlow but that was spot on time so they must be 
using at least one bus on occasions. I did risk a trip 
both ways in the last week. The Kiddy journey was 
spot on time going in and about 15 minutes adrift 
on the way back so not too bad. The Ludlow trip 
was even better, being on time both ways. 
Diamond do appear to be using better buses now – 
these look to be some of those inherited from 
Central Buses and only about 3 or 4 years old. The 
climb up over the hill was handled without any 
problems and they seem to be quite lively vehicles 
although there was a fair amount of crashing and 
banging. This, I suspect was mostly down to the 
dire state of the roads in the area – until you get to 
the Worcestershire border when they magically 
smooth out. Shropshire Council make great play of 
the fact that their budgets have been cut, but no 
doubt Worcestershire are in the same position and 
they haven't forgotten their border areas. Perhaps 
Shropshire could ask them how they do it …
   My next trip to Kiddy didn't go so well. On time 
on the way there but on the return, the 292 duly 
appeared 25 minutes late – only to drive right past 
us and disappear! As you will appreciate, this 
caused some consternation amongst the waiting 
crowd who had already been there for over 30 
minutes in a cold wind. I spoke to another driver 
who pointed out an Inspector. She told me that our 
bus had a brake warning light showing and had 
been told to go straight back to the garage. It 
would return as soon as it had been checked. Sure 
enough, a few minutes later, it appeared and we 
finally got home about 45 minutes late. Why the 
driver or any of the Diamond staff present couldn't 
have told us this straight away is a sad reflection of 
Diamond's service standards. 

   Shropshire Council get yet another mention in 
the 'Rotten Boroughs' column of 'Private Eye' This 
is the third edition running in which they have 
starred (which may be a record). The piece 
included a reference to photos of a line of vehicles, 
all suffering from burst tyres or worse, having 
been savaged by a single pothole near Bridgnorth. 
The chasm by the Larch Barn Cafe just up the 
Bridgnorth Road has also claimed three victims in 
as many days, including a Police car... To add 
insult to injury, they are now employing a 'Pothole 
Consultant' at a cost of £1000 a day for six months! 
As we already have loads of potholes, I would 
have thought that a 'Pothole Repair Consultant' 
would have been more useful. An estimate of the 
total cost comes out at about £130,000, so the 
inmates have truly taken over the asylum that is 
Shire Hall. I had a week in Lancashire using the 
buses most days. All were on time give or take a 
couple of minutes and were operated by different 
companies, both small and large, so it can be done. 
Another revelation was the roads. Even the back 
lanes were in better condition than the main road 
through Cleobury. There was only one place where 
there were potholes and beside them was a notice 
apologising and saying they were scheduled for 
repair in three days time....
   Just to get an idea how Diamond are doing, 
Bruce Webster and I lurked in the High Street and 
noted the times of all arrivals for a day. The results: 
of the 13 scheduled services, 3 were on time (two 
of which were the 292S) and the rest late. This 
gives an on time score of about 23%. Compare this 
with the fact that Northern Trains were given the 
shove with a success rate of nearly three times this 
f i g u r e , i t m a k e s y o u w o n d e r a b o u t 
nationalisation... I have great sympathy for the 
large number of passengers trapped on a cruise 
ship in Japan because of an outbreak of 
coronavirus. The name of the vessel? 'Diamond 
Princess'. It brings to mind a variation of the old 
Carlsberg advert: 'Diamond Buses don't do cruises, 
but if they did’....
Steve Todd
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E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

    
BLAST AWAY

Mobile Shot Soda Sandblasting
Prices from:

Car Wheel sand/blast only £10.00
Motorcycle Frame sand/blast £50 - £80

Classic Car Parts: Calipers £10.00 Rockers 
Covers, Springs, Shocks, Wishbones.

Patio Chair Sand Blast £15.00, Patio Table 
Sand Blast £30.00, Radiators Sand Blast £30.00, 

Oak Beams, Doors, RSJs.

Tel: 07951 329664, 01299 271280

 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

Remake cherished clothes into Memory Bears

Repair & alter all clothing

Reuse fabrics into new items

Refurbish jackets and coats

07805 675553 
carabu on@outlook.com
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–

September 2019. St Mary’s Youth Project has converted the Methodist Church into a café style environment 

St Mary’s Youth Project is founded in a Christian ethos, but all are welcome regardless of faith or belief. 

‘Shared Space’ –

“Time for a Cuppa”

“Community Climbing” – St Mary’s Youth 
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LACON CHILDE SCHOOL

     Lacon Childe School, Love Lane, Cleobury Mor mer, DY14 8PE        Tel. 01299 270312           email  admin@lacon childe.org.uk

the future begins here
Headteacher: Darren Reynolds

TOTAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Fireplaces built for mul fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

Rob Taylor
    Mobile: 07944 074540             Landline:01299 832734

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk
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 Mrs Grumpy

Who would be Jewish these days? Right wing 
Tories (still suffering from 'Lawrence of Arabia' 
syndrome) dislike them because they aren't  
Arabs and left wing Labourites dislike them 
because they er... aren't  Arabs. In my view, the 
Jewish community is a shining example of how a 
minority group can integrate into mainstream 
society and make a major contribution whilst 
maintaining their own faith and practices. Other 
similar ethnic groups please note…
  Housing developers have been warned about 
the poor quality of their products and that the 
Government is reviewing their 'Help to Buy' 
scheme which has increased profits considerably. 
They have threatened dodgy builders with 
expulsion but given the sums they donate to 
Party funds, I'm not holding my breath. Still, the 
scheme has helped building company directors to 
buy cars, mansions, yachts, islands etc so it has 
been a success for some. It's a sad fact that most 
new houses are badly designed and shoddily 
built to very poor environmental standards (and 
in the case of Bovis, possibly not even finished).
   For those who aren't too enamoured of the 
taxman, I have seen an interesting snippet 
concerning 'Mortons Fork'. This was a tax 
gathering scheme named after Archbishop John 
Morton who was Henry VII's lord chancellor. He 
despatched tax collectors around England with 
the following tactic: If a person was found living 
frugally, they had clearly saved their money and 
could afford to give generously to the King from 
their savings. If, on the other hand, they were 
living extravagantly, they could obviously afford 
to pay substantial sums in tax too. Result! I 
haven't seen this approach being used recently, 
but don't tell HMRC just in case. Still, if they have 
time to spare, they could look at reviewing 
council tax. Apparently, a Chinese 'tycoon' has 
recently paid £210 million (yes, that's 210 
followed by lots of noughts) for a house in 
Knightsbridge. The annual council tax liability? 
£1507.70. I bet there are a fair few people in 
Cleobury paying more than that. 
   I see that the BBC has been criticised for 

'dumbing down' explanations in their search for a 
younger audience. The reason given for this is 
they think that young people don't know 
anything and therefore have to have stuff 
explained in words of one syllable. I am on the 
Beeb's side in this case, as I don't think that 
young people do know much. Because they have 
the massive resources of the internet at their 
fingertips, they don't bother to take an active 
approach to learning. Their performance in 
various quiz shows bears this out, and these are 
presumably the brighter examples as they haven't 
yet walked under a bus whilst texting. 
Fortunately, I am too old to have been blighted by 
a modern education so should be grateful for 
small mercies.
   As male pre-wedding events are called Stag 
Nights, why are the female equivalents called 
Hen Nights? As a female stag is called a doe why 
are these events not called Doe nights?
Alternatively, why aren't Stag nights called Co..... 
On reflection, it's probably best left as it is...
   Great lies of our time #4: 'Lessons will be 
learned'. We all know that this won't happen and 
the same problem will reoccur a few years down 
the line. The other certainty is that the guilty 
won't be punished, especially in the case of NHS 
scandals where the brave whistleblower is likely 
to be harassed or driven out and the miscreants 
allowed to move to other jobs, usually with even 
higher salaries. 
   I see my name is missing from the New Years 
Honours list again and can only imagine that the 
invite must have got lost in the post. However, 
little seems to have changed. Alongside those 
who really deserve it, is the usual list of failed 
politicians and their cronies, some with very 
dodgy backgrounds, who have done favours for 
their ex school chums etc.  In many cases, they 
have been rewarded for doing mediocre jobs at 
best and this reminds me of the time, many years 
ago, when I started a new job. The first thing the 
cynical old hands told me was that if I wanted 
promotion, I would have to do either really well 
or really badly. I see that nothing has changed.  

The Clarion is on the World Wide Web 
From the fourth day of every month,  
including all the wonderful adverts. 

www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 
MMa 

 
Cleobury Mortimer 
Sports&Social Club 
 

 Juke box 
 Pool table 
 Karaoke machine 
 Fantastic outdoor space 
 Everyone welcome 

Function room for hire 
 
£45 for members 
£50 for non-members 
£20 Charity events 
 
Call in to check the diary and discuss 
your event 

See the Social Club’s Facebook page for each weekend’s activities 
 
Sunday 1 March 
The BIG Quiz   7pm for 7.30pm start 
Pub Aid’s Annual National Quiz has come round again already. Teams of 6 £15. All welcome 
 
Also launching…. 
Grand Easter Egg Raffle Tickets £1 
Get your tickets for the Grand Raffle from the Monday Bingo ladies or from the bar. 30 Easter prizes to be won 
Will be drawn on Good Friday 10 April, 8pm. 
 
Monday 2 March 
Bingo    8pm 
Every Monday at the Social Club. Eyes down 8pm. Cash prizes; over 18 only please. 
 
Saturday 7 March 
Six Nations: England v Wales  4.45pm 
Watch the match at the Club with a pint and a pork roll. 
 
Friday 13 March 
Quiz with Fish & Chip Supper  7pm for 7.30pm start  £10pp 
Friends of St Mary’s are hosting this fundraising evening. Teams of 4. Tickets from Cleobury Country Centre, Cleobury Pharmacy. 
Advance booking requested so fish & chips can be ordered. 
 
Saturday 14 March 
Six Nations Super Saturday 
All three final matches: Wales v Scotland 2.15pm – Italy v England 4.45pm – France v Ireland 8pm 
Beef rolls will be served from 4pm. Raffle ticket with every pint bought to win a jug of beer. 
 
Sunday 15 March   12.30pm  Tickets £16 
Royal British Legion Annual Lunch 
Guest Speaker: Lt Col Mark Jackson MBE. Tickets from Ron Breakwell (270830) & Mark Baldwin (270110) 
 
Saturday 21 March 
CMRFC v Uttoxeter  2.15pm 
 
Saturday 28 March 
Fundraising Race Night 7pm  £2pp 
Lisa Stokes is running the London Marathon on 26 April. She is raising funds for Make a Wish – supporting children with critical illness.  
 
Sunday 29 March  4-6pm  50p per card 
Family Easter Bingo 
Get ready for Easter with fun family bingo for Easter prizes. All welcome 

Membership fees: 
 
Single adult £5 
Family  £10  
(2 adults & under 18s) 
Single senior £3 
Joint senior £5 
 
Call into to the Club to pay and 
receive your card 

March 2020 
Entertainment Diary 
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Stepping Out!  Who’s Walking, When and Where.

THE FOUNDING FATHER
I heard Doctor William Bird MBE talk about 
setting up the first Health Walk at the Festival of 
Ageing in Shrewsbury last year. He was a GP, 
practising in Reading in 1996, when he started 
the scheme and was named ‘Innovation Doctor 
of the Year’ in recognition of that breakthrough 
in getting people actively involved in exercise.
   “Our bodies are meant to be active and we’re 
designed to be connected to nature,” he says. 
“We are hunter gatherers and our bodies 
currently exist in an alien environment of being 
indoors all the time and living under artificial 
lights and so on.” So he got people walking and 
exercising, socialising along the way. He has 
been acclaimed by ‘The Independent’ as one of 
the top 100 people making Britain a happier 
place. We have a great deal to thank him for.  JR

WALKING FOR HEALTH
Cleobury’s own Walking for Health movement is 
eleven years old and runs under the umbrella of 
the Ramblers’ Association and Shropshire 
Council, with local support from CMFA. To see 
how it works, I joined their February 12th outing, 
when they met at the Sports Centre car park and 
drove to the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre. Mazella 
Witts-Hewison was the day’s leader, who 
explained the two routes available and the 
terrain we would find. She and other trained 
helpers all wore yellow reflective jackets and 
were easily picked out at a distance. Alan 
Kimber was the back marker, there to see that 
nobody was stranded. 

   The pace was dictated by the slower members 
of the party, the fitter walkers waiting at 

intervals for the rest to catch up. No sign of 
competition; it was a stroll through the forest on 
a bright morning - what a privilege that is - and a 
pleasant chat along the way until we slowly 
made our way up the final long climb and back 
to the Centre. Alan Kimber explained that on a 
run through the area, that final test was known 
as Cardiac Hill.
   This was a good experience for a Walking for 
Health novice. Kind but cool weather, excellent 
company and a pleasant place to sit and take in a 
hot drink and a slice of fruit cake to round the 
morning off. Two and a bit miles of hilly terrain 
was no hardship on a good path surface and 
while proper walking boots were recommended, 
a decent pair everyday boots or shoes would 
have been fine. I must do this again; good 
people, well organised and very welcoming.                                                              
JR

WHO’S WALKING IN MARCH
Sunday March 1st. CM Footpath Association’s 
Parish Walk starts at 10.00 from Saint Mary’s 
church. Be prepared for a wet and muddy one.
Thursday March 5th: The Rock Pathfinders, one 
of the most experienced local groups, step out 
from Abberley Village Hall at 10.30 to explore 
local paths. Sat Nav WR6 6AZ or SO reference 
SO745678. Detail: Alan on 01299 400304
Thursday March 19th: Rock Pathfinders are out 
again, with a 10.30 start from The Colliers Arms, 
Tenbury Road, Clows Top DY14 9HA. SO 
reference SO725723. Details: Alan on 01299 
400304
Saturday March 28th. 10.00. CMFA Social Walk.
Contact: feedback@cmfa.co.uk

THE FOOTPATH ASSOCIATION
From now until December we have monthly 
work parties, usually on the third Wednesday 
from 9:30.  This month that’s the 18th.
   We plan repairs to the footbridge North of the 
Glen Caravan park; The handrails are rotting. We 
will also work on the path along the riverside 
between Papermills and Newbridge, at risk of 
being engulfed by bracken. A determined effort 
is needed for a long term solution; details our 
meeting place on footpaths@cmha.uk. If you 
come across something which needs attention, 
please let us know on  footpaths@cmfa.co.uk

ROCK PATHFINDERS CONTACT
This popular group has a new website address:
www.rockpathfinders.uk
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Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas     •  Small family atmosphere 
 Kind – Inspire – Nurturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 

www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 
Telephone: 01299 841210 

 

Manufacturers and Installers of  Bespoke Hardwood Orangeries,   
Conservatories, Windows and Doors.  

www.atriumhereford.co.uk 

The Old Foundry, Kington, Herefordshire HR5 3DA         Tel 01544 231769

sales@atriumhereford.co.uk 
HARDWOOD

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmhhhhhhhh
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Important Notice to our readers. This 
exclusive report is embargoed until next 
month and should not be read until the day 
after March 31st, unless you wish to 
experience stress and concern for your sanity.
   As you will be aware, there have been a 
number of recent revelations regarding A&E 
delays and other healthcare issues in 
Shropshire. However, a leaked NHS document  
contains a number of radical proposals for 
addressing these problems. It is thought that 
this may be one of the first efforts by Dominic 
Cummings 'Misfits and Weirdos' team.
   Firstly, the document tries to identify the root 
cause of these issues and has identified that the 
main reason is the fact that people are living 
longer (who knew?) and that, as they age and 
become more infirm, 'they are a barrier to an 
efficient and economical healthcare system'. 
Secondly it explores possible solutions to the 
problem, starting with local healthcare 
provision by GP's. Apparently, statistics show 
that around 10% of patients do not turn up for 
their appointments thus wasting the doctor's 
time. As result, the document suggests that 
surgery times are reduced by a similar amount 
which will relieve the pressure on doctors and 
stem the current exodus from General Practice. 
A more radical suggestion to reduce delays in 
obtaining appointments is to ration the 
number that an individual is entitled to by 
giving them an annual allowance of, say, three 
consultations. This would discourage frivolous 
use of GP's time as many conditions will clear 
up by themselves and would enable those in 
real need to be seen much more promptly. To 
provide extra flexibility, patients would be able 
to 'Bank' one years allowance until the next 
year if the appointments were not needed. 
They could also do the opposite and bring one 
years allowance forward. Prescription costs 
could also be greatly reduced as such products 
as paracetamol are regularly prescribed (at an 
admin cost of around £10 per item in addition 
to the cost of the medication) when they can be 
purchased at a chemist for pence. 
   Another area for consideration is a 
reorganisation of Accident and Emergency 
(A&E) provision. Encouragingly, this would 
not involve any closures, just a redrawing of 

boundaries and catchment areas. Less 
encouragingly, the effect will depend on the 
locations of the patient population and their 
designated A&E. In the case of Cleobury 
residents, their A&E would be Norwich which 
you might feel is an extreme but have a 
thought for Truro residents who would have to 
travel to Newcastle upon Tyne. A quick look at 
the annexe to the document reveals the 
thinking behind this proposal which runs 
along the following lines: Many people 
(around 30%) attending A&E are not sick 
enough to warrant attendance and just get in 
the way. Another substantial number 
(estimated at 35%) are really sick and will die 
in any case, no matter what treatment they 
receive. In the former case, they will be put off 
by the journey and not bother to attend and in 
the latter, they will be unable to survive long 
enough to arrive. Thus, the remaining 35% 
who need to attend and will benefit from the 
treatment they receive will be able to access 
this much more swiftly, thus improving their 
chances of making a full recovery. This, the 
authors claim, will solve the current A&E crisis 
at a stroke. Apparently, objections were raised 
by environmentalists who felt that pollution 
caused by the higher mileage covered by 
ambulances would endanger national carbon 
emission targets. As a result, the initial 
proposals were modified by requiring the 
journeys to the designated A&E to be made by 
public transport. In the case of Cleobury 
residents, this should not take more than about 
7 hours, assuming a suitably early start and not 
missing any connections, so not a problem.
   It must be emphasised that this is only a 
discussion paper at present, so people should 
not become too alarmed. Having said this, a 
couple of items in an annexe showing aspects 
that had influenced thinking are concerning, 
including a reference to 'Coffin Dodgers who 
don't have the good taste and decency to die at 
a sufficiently early age' in a document 
produced by a right wing healthcare 
privatisation pressure group and a mention of 
'Logan's Run' a 1970's film starring Michael 
York and Jenny Agutter where everyone is 
killed when they reach the age of 30 to prevent 
overpopulation. 

Clarion Clippings  -  The April News
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www.thelarchbarn.co.uk
hello@thelarchbarn.co.uk

Six Ashes Nursery, Bridgnorth Road, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8JF  

Open 9:30am - 4:30pm, 7 days a week! 

Kidderminster
Cleobury M

ortim
er

a4117

a4117

B4201B43
63

B436
3

B436
3

B43
63 B4201

A4117

A4117
Cleobury M

ortim
er

Kidderminster

Enjoy our delicious homemade cake and afternoon tea
whilst relaxing in our outdoor area with outstanding

views of the clee hills and children's play area!
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

THE GREAT RHYMING
COMPETITION

It wasn’t really great, just a bit of 
fun when Andrew Austen 
offered a prize for the best 
suggestion of a word that 
rhymed with Cleobury. We 
gather he wasn’t exactly buried 
by the pile of mail in response.
   Janet Dickinson, who lived in 
Cleobury before moving away to 
Chaddesley Corbett, used to 
come to the monthly gatherings 
of the Nearly Dead Poets Society. 
She’s quite a bit over 21 and her 
son would drive her, but she 
thinks that’s not fair to him, so 
we don’t see her any more. But 
she hasn’t lost her interest in 
rhyming and was declared the 
winner with this neat little poem:
You wanted a rhyme for Cleobury?
You should come for a walk with me.
Where the New Bridge spans the 
River Rea
Now that does rhyme, you must 
agree.
There’s not much chance, but if I 
win
I really don’t like beer or gin.
But I would enjoy a cup of tea
Next time I come to Cleobury
   As we didn’t have Janet’s 
address, an appeal in the Clarion 
brought a card with a friendly 
message:

“I was very surprised to read I 
had won the poetry competition. 
Don’t worry about the prize, my 
reward is having the ‘Clarion’ to 
read. My friend on Clee Hill 
sends it to me.
   I have enjoyed Cyril 
Breakwell ’s ‘Old Times’ . I 
remember him driving the buses. 
The young girls all had a crush 
on him, handsome man!
   I loved coming to the poetry 
meetings, but found the distance 
too far. At 83 years old the night 
driving is not for me.”
   When we asked Andrew for the 
winning poem, he admitted he 
couldn’t f ind it . The only 
alternative was to call Janet and 
ask if she had a copy. Better than 
that, she recited the winning 
entry down the phone for the 
editor to write it down. As we 
suggested, she is a bit over 21, 
but clearly in possession of all 
her marbles.
   She has been added to our 
circulation list.

BRITISH LEGION
DATE CHANGE

With their move to the Sports 
and Social Club on Love Lane 
following the closure of The Bell 
Inn, the Legion have changed 
their monthly meeting date. 
They now gather on the second 

Wednesday of the month, at 7.30.  
So this month it’s on the 12th.

MARKET HALL
VACANCY

Life on the main street never 
stays the same for long. Who will 
move into London House at No 
18 High Street when the repairs 
are completed? Cleobury Cafe 
have said they’d like to be back 
in that distinctive building one 
day, but will time convince them 
that life is easier in a better 
maintained home? 
   Further down the road, just a 
month after we featured the 
Market Hall and Ali Sheffield’s 
management of the place, she 
has decided to give more time to 
her two children and given 
notice. Her smiling face will be 
missed, but who would argue 
with her feeling that family must 
come first, particularly one as 
young as hers and Jon’s.
   So a glimpse at Page 15 will 
show the vacancy, part of the 
Cleobury Country Centre’s 
offering. An interesting position 
for someone looking for part 
time work with a variety of 
responsibilities to watch over. 
You certainly wouldn’t be bored.
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Boiler servicing and landlords’ certificates

Best Shoot Hotel
2019
M i d l a n d s  r e g i o n

fully refurbished
16th century
coaching inn

 
open 7 days

12 bedrooms
2 luxury cottages

Hopton Wafers
Shropshire
DY14 0NB

01299 270 372
info@hoptoncrown.co.uk

TRY OUR NEW MENU
25% off

any Main Course
with this voucher

offer expires 31/10/19,
voucher required to redeem
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 March 2020 Clarion Report 
 
We are proud to report that we have been awarded GOLD Quality status for the Town council. This is in 
recognition of the way we run the Town council, deliver projects for the community and work with local 
groups, especially those that volunteer to help in our community. So, this award is as much yours as 
ours and with all the hard work we all put in together we all deserve it, WELL DONE!! 
 
The trees in the Skate park area have now gone through tree management and everyone is commenting 
as to the new look as a nice park to walk around, more light into the trees and hopefully some nice 
flowers will grow amongst the trees, snowdrops and bluebells would be nice. The next project there is to 
look at getting some lighting. 
 
The new play area is near completion and it is open as all equipment has passed inspection. There are a 
few remedial works still to be done, but we could not keep it closed for half term and deny the little ones 
of some enjoyment. We do ask that the muddy areas and seeded areas are avoided to allow the grass to 
grow. We will be having an opening ceremony, which we would like parents and children to come along 
and celebrate with us. As with the other projects, please enjoy and help look after it for us, as we want it 
to provide much enjoyment for our young ones, and parents, grand parents to create good memories. 
Also, the parent child swing has had a donation towards it from Chrissie Woodhouse in memory of Jack, 
so thank you to her and look forward to seeing the plaque in place. 
 
The final concrete lampposts are now complete with the next step to change all existing old lamps to 
LED.  This will be done over time due to cost and the scale of the changeover. 
 
Dog mess is getting bad again and we really need to report anyone seen not picking it up as it annoys 
the responsible dog owners just as much as anyone. We are fed up with it so please keep your eyes 
open and report to Shropshire council if you see anyone.  
We are also looking to produce a leaflet to hand out about the dangers of not picking up the dog mess, 
plus some other ideas. We can only try new ideas.  
 

 
The Cleobury Festival will soon be on us so please make a note in your Diary for Saturday 27th June, 
where we have already looked at some new items which will provide some interest when we put out 
what will be around. We are looking for volunteers to help us on the day, so if you can spare a little time, 
please contact the Town council office. 

 
 

Annual Town Meeting and Community Champion Nominations 
As last year there will be an overall Community Champion Award, Business/Organisational 
Champion and an Environmental Champion Award. New for 2020 is an Unsung Hero award. (For 
an individual who helps others without any public recognition or reward) 
Once again there will be a coin token vote for community groups for the chance to apply for 2 x £1,000 
council grants, this allows all to be part of resident consultations and is your chance to be a part of 
Town Council's priorities in the coming year 
To exhibit please contact the Town Clerk to secure one of the limited number of places. 
Call 01299 271154 or e-mail matthew.sheehan@cleobury.org.uk.  

 
M Sheehan Town Clerk 
Cleobury Mortimer Town Council 
www.cleobury.org.uk   
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Ovens Filters Hobs
Grills BBQs Ranges
Extractors Microwaves AGAs

AS SEEN

O
N

 TV

BEFORE AFTER

ABOUT GAS LTD 
For all your Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Boilers Servicing, Repairs 

and Installations. 
Mains Gas, Oil and LPG.  Gas Safe and Oftec Registered. 

‘Which’ Trusted Traders  Worcester Bosch Gold Accredited Installers 
Landlord Safe certificates  Legionaires Risk Assessment 

Complete Bathrooms and Wetroom Installations  All Plumbing Work 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED AND FULLY INSURED 

Contact: 01562 519655  Direct: 07483 421826 
Email: aboutgas@btconnect.com   www.aboutgas.co.uk



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - March 202061

FROM THE 
BANDROOM

Katie Griffiths brings us the 
latest news on the town’s superb 
Cleobury Mortimer Concert 
Brass band:
   During January and February 
the band are busy rehearsing for 
the Area competition in March. 
Due to good results we are now 
promoted to the second section, 
the first time in the band’s 
history and testament to the 
dedication and talent of the 
players.
   We will be making the trip to 
Bedworth Civic Hall, leaving 
very early morning on Sunday 8th 
March. We have a great piece to 
play entitled ‘The Golden Sabre,’ 
composed by Kit Turnbull, a new 
piece commissioned especially 
for this competition.
  Quite a few bands enlist 
irregular players to help get them 
through competitions, not true 
for CMCB. All of our players are 
active and current members of 
the band. I hope to report good 
results in the next issue.
  Donations are always very 
gratefully received towards the 
costs of taking the band to 
competition level. Do please get 
in touch if you would like to 
make such a donation.
   The first engagement on our 
calendar will be our annual 
Spring Concert, an evening of 
popular music with a fish and 
chip supper. This year to be held 
on 25th April in the Parish Hall, 
please look out for further details 
in the next edition.  If you would 
like to pre-order tickets, please 
contact Amanda on 01584 891199.
  Our website lists all contact 
detai ls www.CMCB.org.uk, 
please also find us on Facebook
Katie Griffiths

Cleobury Town Juniors Under12 
football club have had an 
excellent start to the season. 
Having played a total of 14 
games so far in this miserable 
weather they are sitting in a 
comfortable second place in the 
Stourport league. The lads have 
been training extremely hard 
with an excellent turn out in this 
very wet and cold weather.
   They had their first fund raising 
day at Tesco in Kidderminster 
organized by one of the club’s 
parents Jody Lilwall ( thank you 
Jody) and managed to raise a 
total of £205.99 which will help 
towards our planned trip to the 
UK's EFS biggest youth football 
festival. This is at Butlins 
Minehead and is funded by the 
club.
   We would not have been able to 
achieve this without the help and 
support of Cleobury town, a big 
thank you to: our team strip 
sponsor this season, Autostores 
Motor Factors of Kidderminster. 
A big thank you to the manager 
Lewis Underhill. The lads also 
had their winter coats supplied 
this season by Lisa Henning 
Chief Operating Officer of 
Worldchoice Travel Shrewsbury. 
A big ‘thank you’ Lisa, these have 
kept the lads warm and dry 
during this wet spell. And finally 

Mrs Mayfield who lets us use the 
school field all year round and 
the Cleobury Youth Partnership 
for their donation.
   Many thanks from us all at 
Cleobury Town Juniors.
Gary Halpin

JOHN TAYLOR
John Taylor lost his fight against 
cancer last month. People who 
knew this tough character will 
appreciate that he didn’t lose 
many fights in his life.
   I first remember him soon after 
we moved to Cleobury in 1978. 
There was a very bad winter  - I 
can’t recall exactly which year it 
was - when we had big snowfalls 
and the only vehicles moving on 
the High Street were tractors and 
Land Rovers. But down Love 
Lane came John’s horse, fitted 
with pannier bags for the 
shopping, John behind him with 
a long rein to steer the nag. He 
g o t t h r o u g h , h e w a s a 
countryman who knew how to 
deal with the English climate.
   At one time Lacon Childe 
School kept a goat tethered in the 
grounds for the Rural Science 
pupils to tend and milk, as you 
would in a rural area. The trouble 
was that one day a Rottweiler 
was running loose and attacked 
it. The only person who could 
step-in and deal with the dog and 
save the poor goat was John. The 
RSPCA awarded him a medal for 
his bravery. It was around that 
time I was told by man who went 
on to be a Parish Councillor that I 
shouldn’t be seen drinking with 
John; I ignored that advice.
   He wasn’t everyone’s mate, but 
he was a man who did a whole 
range of jobs and never asked for 
charity. Our sympathies go to his 
children and grandchildren.
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www.kimstanley.co.uk
0 1 299 27 1 800

07905 766729Physio:Emme  Prac oner

Ultra Sound
Acupuncture

Physiotherapy

Waxing

and more

Nail Care
Skin Care
Electrolysis

Sharp
Jill

Chartered Physiotherapist.
BSc(Hons),MCSP,SRP
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News
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♦

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 
DY14 8BX 

Tel: 01299 270012 
Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

MORE MUSIC AT 
CLOWS TOP

Clows Top Victory Hall is 
working very hard to build on 
its reputation for musical shows  
that please. Coming up this 
month are The Roving Crows 
on Sunday the 8th (turn the 
page for details) and in April 
t h e y ’ v e b o o k e d ‘ M u m b o 
Jumbo’ and their ‘New Village 
Hall Show’ for the 12th. £10.00 
a head, starts at 7.30, tickets 
from Roger on 07870 522 567. 
   This does sound like a good 
night for folk fans, the band 
highly acclaimed by Folksy 
Monthly magazine for their 
musicianship and great rapport 
with their audience. 

THE FLOODS
We’ve surely seen and read 
enough about floods in the area 
and they are no longer hot 
news  But we should tell you 
about the road into Ditton Mill 
being partly washed away and 
access for many residents being 
a major headache. So the family 
who own the site got their kit 
together and mended the road 
themselves. Nice one.

SMART CAFE

Cleobury Cafe’s move across 
the High Street looks to be a 
great success. When we called 
recently the better lighting was 
welcome and although the area 
is more compact, they have 
only reduced seating by one 
table. The Breakfast Club are 
still booked, we were told, and 
the atmosphere is just as 
friendly. It certainly comes 
across as a busy, bustling place 
that people are glad to have 
back in action.

NEW BUSINESS 
SUPPORT

There’s a very active drive to 
support new and growing 
businesses in the county and a 
number of representatives were 
in Cleobury Country Centre in 
February to answer questions 
and offer advice. They naturally 
t e n d t o b e c e n t r e d i n 
Shrewsbury or Telford, but the 
service is county wide. In the 
case of the Marches Local 
Enterprise Partnership, they 
stretch from Whitchurch down 
to Ross-on-Wye. The Shropshire 
Growth Hub includes the 
M a r c h e s C e n t r e f o r 
Manufacturing Technology in 
Bridgnorth.
   The message I got from 
talking to every representative 
and gathering lots of leaflets 
was that if you’re thinking of 
starting your own business, you 
are not alone. You can get 
advice and in some cases, 
grants for a start-up. If that 
means you, it’s worth chatting 
to Clare Todd at the Cleobury 
Country Centre (CM 272300) 
and gathering contacts. 
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CLOWS TOP VICTORY HALL 
7.30pm, Sunday, March 8th 

‘ROVING CROWS’ 
Clows Top Victory Hall do have a 
reputation for punching above 
their weight when it comes to 
musical enter tainment. It ’s 
almost guaranteed that they’ll get 
it right and give you a great 
evening. 
   ‘Roving Crows’ should keep that 
r e p u t a t i o n u p , w i t h a 
background that includes the 
Irish Music Association’s 2012 Top 
Celtic Rock Band and Top Fiddle 
Plater (Caitlin Barrett). Mike 
Harding on the BBC  called them 
“A really individual Celtic rock 
band.” 
   This promises to be a really good 
night.
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Collect the Clarion in Cleobury from: Select and Save Grocery, Butler’s Store, Cleobury Cafe, The Severn 
Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The Library and Swift’s Bakery Tea Room.
Out in Cleobury Country at: Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood;  Clee Hill Stores; The Village Store, 
Cleobury North; Clows Top Stores; The Sun and Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Bennetts 
End Inn, Knowbury; Ludlow Library; Mawley Oak Garage; The Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting 
Cocks, Stottesdon; The Duck Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, 
Kinlet; Parker Motors, Ditton Priors.
Copies are also available from the Parish Churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, Hopton 
Wafers, Milson, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.
Missed your Clarion? Cleobury Mortimer Library keeps the current month’s copy on file and all back 
issues are available to read as pdfs from www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL ISSUE IS MARCH 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire 

DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212
E-Mail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or uncle.jim@icloud.com

The Clarion On The Web: www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print and Design of Shifnal, 01952 730511

Community Contacts for Clarion Readers
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Parfitt 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CITIZENS ADVICE 08444 991100 Advisors on line 10.00 to 4.00

CLEOBURY CARERS Janet Manley 01299 272841

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Ward 01299 270018 10.00 to 12.00 Weds

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri  and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE Constable Anne 
O’Leary

ann.oleary@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Dorothy McBride 07761 976610

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Lowri Hughes cleoburybeavers@gmail.com

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Ali Sheffield 07752 542 853 markethall@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre on the 
first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM richard@ssyf.net.

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 Mandy Smith

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444
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Your local specialist supplier of 
Insula on, Timber, Plywood and all Building Materials 

THOMPSON & PARKES

    

NOW 
OPEN

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

STOURPORT BRANCH
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
DIY, Decora ng and Gardening

106 Minster Road  DY13 8AB (01299 534545)

Oreton (01746 718414)                                                                         
Cleobury Mor mer DY14 0TH                                                                                                                                           

Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday 7:30am  4:30pm

Saturday: 8am—12 noon  Sunday: Closed

Kidderminster    (01562 745881)
Oldington Trading Estate              

Stourport Road, DY11 7QP

Proud to be Local
www.thompsonandparkes.co.uk

Stocking and Delivering all Your Building and DIY Materials


